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wisdom. Nor was he ever so nearly the Marxist
hot-gospeller, the satiric expositor of other men's
social sores. He saw himself as the bourgeois
convert to a religion of freedom and equality
-for"which his upbringing had scarcely prepared.
Nobody more fitted than he to write a book,
Forward from Liberalism, since he knew all the
difficulties involved. Much of his verse has been
concerned with the problem of reconciling indi-
viduality with socialism. More introvert than
either Auden or Day Lewis, he sank deeper into
himself than either. He was essentially lyrical,
and, having the courage of his passion, in his first
book he ventured out of the fashionable understate-
ment into glowing hyperbole, wedding romantic
feeling to revolutionary objectivity. He saw M the
created poem " as " a dazzling crystal," and paid
much attention to form, though his music was at
times defective. He used images of machinery with
ease (The Express}, but his special facility was in
natural images which he organised into the feeling of
a passage, at times making one image pervade an
entire poem. Like the Georgians he contrasted
the inconstancy of the human mind with nature's
permanence, and explored the levels of the self:

Central " I " is surrounded by " I eating,"
" I loving," " I angry," " I excreting "...

or remarked on the barriers between subject and
object, without, however, falling into Georgian
subjectivism. Outside the mind he recognised
another reality, of time and place. He accepted the